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Welcome to our first news update! We are delighted to report that BNCLT already 
has 88 Members and we expect to pass the 100 mark soon. This level of interest 
and support from our community has been very motivating to the Trustees.  

We had hoped to announce a date for our inaugural Members’ Meeting by now, but 
with Covid-19 restrictions and the lockdown, it is currently impossible to plan. We 
are conscious of the need to obtain your approval for the Sponsoring Trustees to 
continue as the BNCLT Board or for additional / alternative Trustees to be elected. 
We would also, ideally, be seeking your support for the initiatives we are 
undertaking but the logistics involving a combination of Zoom meetings, emails and 
letters is simply too challenging if we are to get things done in a timely manner. 

We hope you will agree that, in these circumstances, it makes sense for us to focus 
on our key objectives – our Affordable Homes project and protecting our Parish 
from inappropriate development. Rest assured, Member Consultation remains high 
on our agenda. 

 

The story so far 

We have been busy. BNCLT is now a legally registered charity with a bank account, a 
set of Governance Rules and clear working practices. Checking and processing 
Membership applications was full-on during the early weeks. In parallel, we have 
been active identifying and reviewing potential sites for our Affordable Homes, 
compiling a list of over 20 and reducing it to a shortlist of four. We also attended a 
very helpful guidance meeting with EDDC’s Head of Planning and have spoken with 
Planning Consultants. 

We set up a project to identify architects with the right credentials for the 
sustainable, low energy homes, in keeping with our environment, we are seeking to 
build. We held meetings with three well-qualified firms and are now going through a 
final assessment process. 

Funding is naturally a high priority for us. We are now connected to a financial 
support package from EDDC that will cover a good deal of the fees and costs during 
this early phase but considerably more will be required as the project progresses. 

We have commissioned a BNCLT website that will be live in a few weeks’ time. This 
will provide BNCLT Members with much more up to date information and the 
opportunity to interact on the issues mentioned above. 

 

 



Breaking news 

BNCLT has just applied to the EDDC for Planning in Principle to build four 
Affordable Homes on a plot of land, kindly offered by Broadhembury Estate, at the 
western edge of the village (see map). Permission for the local Community Land 
Trust to build Affordable Homes here should give us protection against a 
commercially-led proposal to provide them – a clear and present risk at the 
moment. We will keep you posted on progress: we should have a decision in about 
five weeks. If the response is favourable we will immediately begin work on a 
detailed Planning Application. 

From the Trustees 

 

Broadhembury Neighbourhood Community Land Trust 

PS: If you are interested in becoming a Trustee or would like to recommend 
someone you know, please get in touch with Steve Chipperfield (Chair) 
steve@hembercombe.uk or Sara Clarke (Secretary) Sara.Clarke.bnclt@Outlook.com 

 

 

 

 


